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THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA
REMARKS BY THE MINISTER OF LANDS, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT

TO BE DELIVERED DURING THE 3RD LANDS, HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT JOINT SECTOR REVIEW MEETING

HELD ON

6TH & 7TH NOVEMBER, 2019

AT THE CONFERENCE HALL, OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, KAMPALA

The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister,

My Colleagues, Ministers and Ministers of State, Members of Parliament present,

Development Partners, 

Representatives of Religious Institutions

Representatives of Traditional and Cultural Institutions,

The Chairperson and Commissioner of Uganda Land Commission,
Government Officials from the Centre and Local Governments, Representatives of the Civil Society Organizations,

The Academia, 

Representatives of the Private Sector, 
Distinguished Participants,
Members of the Press,

Ladies and Gentlemen
Allow me to cordially welcome you all to this 3rd Lands, Housing and Urban Development Joint Sector Review Meeting. Permit me in a special way to extend my gratitude to the Chief Guest, the Rt. Hon. Prime Minister of the Republic of Uganda for having accepted to officiate at this 3rd Joint Sector Review Meeting. Rt. Hon. Prime Minister I do say this, because we all know how busy your office is as the Prime Minister and also as the Leader of Government Business in Parliament. But also we know the level of importance you do attach to our Sector as a basis for livelihoods of most Ugandans, and also the potential contribution of the sector to the highly desired industrialization and job creation particularly for the unemployed youth.
I also wish to inform you our Chief Guest that, our Sector has now put in place all the key policies required to guide the sector’s operations and interventions. These policies are being implemented for instance the  National Land Policy provides a comprehensive framework for effectively managing and administering land as well as  land based resources in the country. The National Land use Policy provides a framework for physical planning and proper utilization of land. While the National Housing Policy provides an all-inclusive framework for housing development, and the National Urban Policy provides a framework for managing the urbanization process in the Country. 
The Rt. Hon. Prime Minister, I want to state here that the implementation of said policies has been registering tremendous progress. The documented successes of the above-mentioned sector policies have not only been made possible by Government but we are doing it with the stakeholders under the Sector and we believe more positive results will be realized with more concerted efforts by all the stakeholders. 

We are yet to commence the full implementation of the National Urban Policy upon securing the required funding mainly from the Government and the sector development partners. 

We intend to launch the National Urban Policy this coming 3rd quarter and we shall still invite you to come and officiate the launch of the National Urban Policy. I urge all the stakeholders to join hands with the Ministry in the implementation of this important policy in the understanding that Uganda is one of the Countries in the Region experiencing rapid urbanization that is estimated to 5.4% thus the implementation of the National Urban Policy is timely in addressing the urbanization challenges.  

Our Chief Guest, allow me to inform you Sir, that our Sector Policies make bold statements and commitments to promote socio-economic transformation and development of our Country, since our sector is key and services other productive sectors.

We all know very well, that there is no Country in the world or globally that has developed without urbanizing, industrialization and modernization. It’s anticipated that the successful implementation of the National Urban policy, 2017 is going to play a critical role as we urbanize and reach the Middle Income Economy. The policy addresses problems associated with the rapid urbanization which include  among  others:  high  population  growth, urban poverty, urban unemployment, environmental degradation, urban safety and security, urban housing, inadequate urban transportation and traffic management, inadequate urban infrastructure and service delivery, low urban economic growth and productivity, poor urban governance, and inadequate financing. All these are being addressed by the policy. The policy makes it clear that the country will not benefit from the urbanization process without active participation of the Ugandan society. So I urge all of you here present to participate actively in the transformation and development of our country.

Rt. Hon. Prime Minister, the theme for this 3rd Joint Sector Review is ‘Industrialisation and Job Creation through Planned Land use and Land Tenure Security’. Our Chief Guest Sir, industrialization and job creation are undoubtedly a key priority for the Ugandan Government and does occupy an integral part of the Country’s social and economic development as well as the national agenda.
Our Chief Guest, allow me to inform you that, Our Sector has recently completed the development of the National Physical Development Plan for the Country. The Plan provides a strategic spatial direction for the country. Under the Plan, industrial and manufacturing regions in the entire country have been clearly earmarked and well established in efforts to the attainment of desired industrialization only pending Governments’ programs to actualize the provisions of the National Physical Development Plan specific to industrialization, economic growth and job creation.

Let me also inform you Sir that under the Uganda Support to Municipal Infrastructure Development (USMID) that is being implemented in 22 Municipalities of Uganda, tremendous work is being done as regards to the extension and expansion of urban infrastructure and services.  
As we are here for the 3rd Joint Sector Review, to assess our performance and come up with strategies to improve our performance, it’s critical for the Ministry and stakeholders to think about the following:

i. Planned urbanization and human settlement development so as to strengthen the urban areas capacities to effectively manage and govern the urban areas so that we can benefit from them as “engines of economic growth”.
ii. Improved and enhanced physical infrastructures, basic services and urban economy consequently a competitive and vibrant urban economy growth inclusive of industrial development;

iii. Effective management of land resources and the urban environment  that will increase the availability and affordability of serviced land and tenure of security to all Ugandans;

iv. Titling of land both private and Government so as to enhance security of tenure, and also reduce on escalating land disputes and conflicts, which are deterring developments;
v. Support comprehensive planning for both urban and rural areas to promote organized land use and orderly development as well as human settlements;

vi. Support the successful implementation of the Sector policies and the recently completed  the National Physical Development Plan (NPDP);

vii. Support the actualization of the city status of the recently declared new cities as regards to the key requirements for a city as centers of quality services and engines of economic growth. In terms of functions, all our new cities need to be supported to become more productive and competitive economically besides the mandates they do hold as merely administrative units;
viii. Full operationalization of the Land Fund, as one way of addressing land conflicts between the landlords and tenants.
ix. Fast tracking the formulation of the National Land Acquisition, Resettlement and Rehabilitation Policy and the Land Acquisition Bill to ease the process of Government to compulsory acquire land to undertake large –scale public infrastructure investments and services;

x. Promotion of housing development so as to address the escalating housing backlog, which is standing at about 2.4 million housing units. There are other areas where the sector needs to put much emphasis, and   these   will   come   through   in   the   subsequent presentations by the Key Note Speaker, Penal discussants and presentations by the Sub-sectors.

Our Chief Guest, I want to inform you since the last time we held our JSR, we have made some progress but also we have faced challenges. The financing of the sector is still very low, and yet without our interventions in the key sectors such as Roads, Energy, Oil and Gas, Tourism, Industry among   others,   the   country   may   not   achieve   all   its development goals. 

My Ministry plays a key role in land acquisition, surveying and mapping, land titling, physical planning / planned land use, urban development, economic development and growth, employment and job creation as well as human settlements planning, development and sustainability. All these interventions require adequate funding. It is on this basis that I urge the institutions responsible for planning and budgeting to prioritize as well as increase funding to the Sector. 
As we continue to execute our mandate, we are also facing a challenge of delayed acquisition of land for implementation of Government infrastructure development projects. A number of Government projects have stalled and in the end Government has ended up paying heavy penalties in form of fines and this affects Government performance. We are however addressing this challenge through legal reforms. At an appropriate time, the proposals will come to Cabinet and eventually to Parliament for consideration. 
As I conclude, I want to thank our partners for supporting the implementation of reforms in the sector and also for partnering with us in hosting this 3rd Joint Sector review Meeting. We look forward to maintaining the partnerships and support to enable us implement all the envisaged reforms in the Sector.
With these few remarks, it is my pleasure to invite the Guest of Honour to address the meeting and to officially open the 3rd Lands, Housing and Urban Development Joint Sector Review Meeting.
I thank you,

For God and My Country!!


